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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Within the last two decades numerous schools have made followup studies of their graduates and drop—outs.

These studies have ranged

from reviews of a particular phase of a school program covering a short
period of time, to complex studies extending over a period of years.
Such studies have been made by individuals, by departments of schools,
and by entire faculties.
Although the problem considered and the methods used in various
studies may be identical, the facts found in one school did not and
could not apply wholly to another school.
For such a study of this sort to be of maximum value to a school,
it should be made by an individual or a group familiar with and inter
ested in the local district and the findings should be available to the
administration and faculty of the school.
Statement of the Problem
It is the purpose of this study to investigate and analyse (l)
the incidence of drop-outs in Garrison High School, Garrison, Texas,
(2) the causes of early school leaving that exist in the school, and (3)
to determine the measures that might be taken to reduce the incidence of
drop-outs in Garrison High School.
The Importance of the Study
This study is based upon information obtained from the pupils
1

2
who dropped out of the Vocational Agriculture Department during the
years 1947-1957 inclusive. They are probably capable of judging how
Garrison High School has failed to meet their needs. Some of the in
formation obtained is on conditions that exist that could and should
be given serious consideration by those who determine the policies of
the school. Some of the information consists of opinions and should
be treated as such. But as opinions they should be given consideration
as opinions of those who have seen the school from within as well as
from without, and who have viewed it from the standpoint of youth as
well as of maturity. These findings might well be given serious con
sideration in any future plans and program of the school.
In the period of time covered by this study* 360 pupils en
rolled in grades nine through twelve in the Vocational Agriculture De
partment of the Garrison High School. Of this number, 46 left school
and did not enter school elsewhere.
There are reasons for believing that a number of the pupils
dropped out because they were antagonistic toward school in general, to
ward certain phases of school, or toward certain teachers. Though this
study may not reveal the exact nature of the maladjustments, it may dis
close some of them and strongly indicate others. This information, to
gether with that which was obtained from the faculty, can provide a
basis for a program of adjustment that will increase the holding power
of the school and develop better citizens for the school and the commun
ity.
Many of the drop-outs were from families of the lower economic
levels. The data obtained from this survey should give some evidence
of whether or not the school demands too much of its pupils from an eco
nomic standpoint. If so, provisions can be made to alleviate this
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condition.
Some pupila who seem well adjusted socially cannot adjust to
routine classroom practices and cannot meet departmental standards. Be
cause of this, they sometimes become discouraged and drop-out. If this
is true in Garrison High School, departmental standards can be revised
and classroom procedures can be modified.
Doubtless, some of the pupils dropped out because of the limi
ted program of studies. While the course offering has been increased,
the needs as expressed by these former pupils should indicate whether
or not farther offering should be considered. Participation in extra
curricular activities has been the means of holding many students in
school. Because the majority of the pupila of Garrison High School are
transported to school by bus, it is difficult for many of them to par
ticipate in some of the school activities, especially those of a social
nature. If this proves to be a factor in causing boys to leave school
early, then more extra-curricular activities can be given a definite
place in the dally schedule.
The information obtained from the school records, from question
naires, and from the faculty should help to determine whether the fac
tors causing the pupils to drop out originated within the high school
environment, or whether they were present before the pupils entered high
school.
Definition of Terms
Writing up this study, the following terms were used and are
presented here for clarificationi
Secondary school. The school division following the elementary
school. For this study of Garrison High School, grades nine through
twelve are included.
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Drop-outs. A pupil who leaves school permanently before com
pleting twelve grades of education.
Limitation of Study
The study is limited to those youths who left Garrison High
School before graduation during the period 1947-1957 inclusive. The
study is further limited to those youths who left school while enrolled
in grades nine through twelve.
The number of questionnaires returned further limits the study.
Background for the Study
Garrison, Texas, in Nacogdoches County, has a population of ap
proximately two thousand. It is located about half way between Timpson,
Texas and Nacogdoches, Texas on United States Highway 59.
The surrounding territory consists of once wooded hills and val
leys. Lumber companies have practically exhausted the supply of virgin
timber. A great portion of the land, now in cultivation or pastures, is
in various stages of reforestation. Garrison is generally considered a
farming town. It has no outstanding industries. There is a Brick Plant
that operates all the year. It employs eighty-five men. There are also
several feed mixing plants with approximately fifty employees.
Offices, stores, cafes, drugstores, and filling stations provide
employment for most of the citisens of the town. General farming, broiler
raising, and dairying are the chief industries of the outlying communities.
Until World War II, cotton was the chief farm product. Since 1940, there
has been a gradual change from the raising of cotton to the raising of
cattle and poultry. With this change has come the problem of finding em
ployment in other occupations In the county and very often In other coun
ties and states.

5
Garrison High School, with an average enrollment of 360, is lo
cated in the incorporated limited of Garrison. Records show that about
65 percent of the students are transported by bus from the rural areas
surrounding the town.
Organization of tba
This thesis Is organized as followsi
Chapter I contains the statement of the problem, the importance
of the study, definition of terms, the limitation of study, the back
ground of the study, the method of procedure and the sources of data
and materials.
In Chapter II, a review is made of the literature pertaining to
the study of drop-outs from numerous schools throughout the United
States.
In Chapter III, the data collected are presented and analysed.
Chapter IV includes a summary of the results obtained, the con
clusions drawn from those results, and the recommendations made.
Methods o£ Procedure

Source of Data and Material

A review of records of Garrison High School for the years 19471957 Inclusive, showed a large number of drop-outs. The question arose
as to the reason or reasons so many students left school before gradua
tion. Some sources drawn on for answers to this question were as fol
lows s
1. Personal Interviews with families of the community.
2. The opinions of teachers and pupils.
3. Analyzatlon of records (principal's office, individual teach
ers, and superintendent's office).

6
A* Literature, library books, pamphlets, and periodicals that
pertained to drop-outs.
5. The questionnaires employed in the investigation were de
tailed ones of the check-list type.

CHAFTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

During the past several years, follow-up studies of secondary
school pupils have been made*

Some of the more recent studies have

been made to determine the extent of drop-outs, the causes for dropping
out, and the ways in which a school may reduce the number of drop-outs.
Sueh studies, when accompanied by comments from the drop-outs regarding
the value of school offerings, are useful in revising curricula and in
formulating policies.*
A study conducted by Phillips,^ is typical of many of thes®

follow-ups in procedure and results. He pointed out that as the total
enrollment in the public schools of the United States Increased, the
percentage of youth enrolled in the elementary grades decreased. For
example, in 1890, the total school enrolled had increased to 23,230,227,
while the percentage enrolled in elementary school decreased to 87.6 per
cent. 1 This same report Indicated that of 100 pupils enrolled in the
fifth grade only fifteen later reached the twelfth grade. It was esti
mated that from 1,000 pupils enrolled In grade one in 1926, two hundred
and sixty-two would enroll in the twelfth grade eleven years later and
247 would graduate^
In 1926, Foster^ reported a study of school survival rates in
3-Harry D. Kitson, "Meditations on Follow-un." Occupations.
(April, 19a), 203-204.
^Frank M. Phillips, "Survival Rates of Pupils Entering the Pub
lic Schools," School and Society. (April 27, 1929), 29.
M. Foster, "School Survival Rates," School Life. (September,
1936), 10—22.
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the United States.

Some of his findings show that the enrollment in

the twelfth grade increased 91.8 percent from 1926 to 1935J the hold
ing power of the upper grades increased slightly from 1924, to 1929.
In contrast, the holding power of the last two years of secondary
school decreased very slightly during the period 1930-1935. The sen
ior class of 1930 represented about two-thirds of the pupils who en
tered secondary school four years earlier.
Billion^ studied early school leavers of certain communities in
Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana.

He found that of every 1,000 pupils en

tering the fifth grade in 1933-1934, only 4.62 was graduated from secon
dary school in 1941.
In a study made by Eckstrom,^ it was found that of 2,085 chil
dren completing the sixth grade in two Minnesota counties in 1941 to
1944# a percent of 35.0 did not enter secondary school, and that half
of those who did enter left school before graduation.
Thompkins^ reports that boys are more likely to drop out than
are girls. Fifty-four percent of all youth between fourteen and seven
teen years of age are boys, and only 46 percent of the graduates are
boys.
A study of pupils completing the sixth grade in Denver in 1928,
was conducted. Woody and Cushaan^ found that 43.2 percent of the boys
and 54.4 percent of the girls in the group was graduated from secondary

^"Harold J. Dillion, "Early School Leavers t A Major Education
Problem, (New fork: National Child labor Committee, 1949), p. 11
F. Eckstrom, "Why Farm Children Leave School." School Reviei, (April, 1946), 54.
"
v , ™ ^Usworth Thompkins, "Where Are the Boys,"
Vol. 70 (July, 1949), 45.

gpl^ and Soq^efe,

^•W. H. Woody, and C. L. Cushman, "A Study of Continuance and
Discontinuance," Journal of Education Research. (November, 1936), 30.
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school in 1934.
In a study of the extent of and causes for drop-outs made by
Grogg,1 it was stated that only about 50.0 per cent of the pupils en
tering high school today may be reasonably expected to graduate four
years later. There is little hope that as many as 80.0, or even 70.0
percent of pupils entering high school today will complete their high
school program. On surface, economic needs, lack of interest, lack of
guidance services, and inadequate curricula seem to be the causes of
drop-outs from school.
Grogg approached the study objectively, and set up criteria that
show drop-outs differed from graduates in the following manners
1. Retardation—slower students dropped out.
2. Sex—the ratio of boys to girls was two to one.
3. Verbal intelligence and school achievement lower in drop
outs.
4. Participation in extra-curricula activities greater among
graduates.
5. Membership in broken homes greater among drop-outs,
6. Children from unskilled labor homes higher among drop-outs.
Race, health, attendance and tardy habits, personality rating,
tenure of residence, size of family, and academic grades were non-sig
nificant.
Billion^ divided the causes of drop-outs into three general
classes. The first set of causes pertained to the school; such as lack
of Interest in school, preference of work to school, and inability to
do school work. The second set included economic causes, such as; the
need of money by family and the desire for spending money. Personal
reasons such as parental desire, ill health, and friends having left
1
William Lee Grogg, "Some Factors Which Distinguish Drop-outs
From School Graduates," Occupational. XXV11 (April, 1949), 27-45.
P. 50.
^Dillion,
eit.. p. 13.
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school constituted the third set of causes.
Eckstrom^ discovered the main causes of early school leaving,
as obtained by interviews, to be attitudes of parents, distance of home
from school, and poor preparation for work of a particular grade.
Social economic advantages of home, distance from school, fail
ure iu studies, illness, dislike for school, and lack of appreciation
on the part of the parents as to the value of school, are all factors
affecting the pupils attendance at school, according to a study made by
Holley.^
In a study conducted in Louisville, Kentucky, Johnson and Lagg^
report the chief causes for early school leaving to be dissatisfaction
with school, economic needs, and lure of jobs and of marriages,
Snepp^ gave dislike of school, unfavorable social and economic
conditions of the home, the need of work, and ill health as the major
reasons for a large percentage of the drop-outs.
A study by Lambert^ concluded that the financial status of the
families of drop-outs is not an important factor in their leaving school*
Though home and community influence affect the pupils decision
to stay in or drop-out of school, many recent studies have shown the ef
fectiveness of certain measures that can be incorporated in a school
program. The following are 30010 of the measures suggested:
^-Eckstrom, og. cit., p. 56.
2C.

E. Holley, "Relationship Between Presistance in School and
Home Condition," Society for the Study of Education. Fifteenth Year
book, Part II, p. 25.
3Elizabeth E. Johnson, and Caroline Lagg, "Why Young People
Leave School," ggllgtjn of the National Association of Secondary Prin
cipal. (November, 1948), 45-50.
4Baniel W. Snepp, "Why They Drop-out," Bulletin of the National
Association of Secondary School Principal. (October, 1951), 35-140.
.. "*Sam Lambert, "Increasing Education's Holding Power." National
Education Association Journal. (December, 1950), 39.
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1. Identify potential drop-outs.
2. Eliminate the "squeeze out®
3. Reduce hidden tuition coats.
4. Broaden the offering of the school.
5. Improve individual guidance and counseling,
A number of studies point out the curriculum changes that could
be made which would increase the holding power of the school*
5mj.th^ believes that participation in extra-curricula activities
promote social adjustment and that non-participation leads to maladjust
ment. He concludes, therefore, that such activities should be incorpo
rated directly into the curriculum and should be made available to a
wide group.
Miller^ points out that business subjects were listed by more
than 9,000 Virginia graduates and drop-outs, and more than 1,500 busi
ness and industrial employees, as the leading response in what they con
sider the "fundamentals cf public secondary education."
The following characteristics are considered indication of po
tential drop-outs.
1. A constantly low level of achievement as measured try class
grades.
2. Retardation or repetition of grades a year or more over-age
for the group.
3. Little or no participation in extra-curricular activities.
4. Consistent absenteeism and lack of interest in school work.

"Henry Smith, "The Relationship Between Scores on the Bell Ad
justment Inventory Extra Curriculum Act,® Journal of Education.
(January, 1947), 38, 150.
''Leonard Miller, "Graduates and Drop-outs in Virginia.® School
ft, (March, 1952), 34-94.
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5. Low family income background or signs of economic difficulty.
The review of literature on early school leavers indicated sev
eral facts. First, there is a growing interest in drop-out problems.
Second, there seems to be a general agreement concerning several of the
apparent causes of pupils leaving school before graduation, and third,
efforts are now being made to identify the potential drop-outs.

CHAPTER III
TABULATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA
The information contained in this chapter was obtained from
questionnaires, from personal interviews with drop-outs from grades
nine through twelve of Garrison High School, and from school records.
Of 46 questionnaires sent out, 44- were returned representing 95.6 per
cent cooperation.
Place gf Residence
Table 1 summarises the data obtained concerning the current
places of residence of 46 drop-outs from Garrison High School.

This

Information was obtained from the drop-outs themselves, or from friends
and relatives who knew of their places of residence.
Approximately 54 percent of the drop-outs are living within the
county, 33 percent of the drop-outs are residing outside the county but
within the state.

Nine percent live in other states, and approximately

four percent are in foreign countries*
Since this study covers the very recent period of 1947-1957, the
percentage of those within the county cannot be considered stable.
of the boys are still living with their parents.

Some

It is quite possible

that some of these drop-outs have had difficulty In finding steady em
ployment due to their youth and their lack of high school education. It
is reasonable to expect sou® members of this group to shift to other
places of residence within the next few years.
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Table 1#

Geographical Distribution of the Drop-Outs
1947 - 1957

PLACE OF RESIDENCE

—,—

' NUMBER OF BOYS
t

—

PERCENT

1

25

living outside Nacogdoches County
but within State

'
«
t

15

33

Living outside of Texas

'
i

4

9

'
i
, ,1,

2

4

living within Nacogdoches County

Overseas

t

54

There is little likelihood that the 33 percent within the state
but outside the County, and the nine percent outside the State of Texas
will return to the county to live.

The rise of the cattle, dairy and

poultry industries is reducing the number of small farms. This decreases
opportunities for employment as tenant farmers or for permanent small
farm homes.

There is little indication of the rise of any industry that

would encourage the return of those who have left the country.

There is

a probability that the movement will continue.
Tie Influence of those drop»outs on the school problems at pre
sent or within the immediate future is likely to be greater.

Probably

none could be induced to return to school. The children of some of the
drop-outs who will locate permanently within the school district may pose
problems for the school.
Distribution of Drop-Outs by Years and by Grades
Table 2 shows the number of drop-outs by years and by grades.
The number of drop-outs during 1950-1951 stand out in the Table as the
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largest number of drop-outs in any one school term,|ln 1951-1952, the
anali number may be due to the fact that some students who in normal
times, would have been drop-outs in the tenth or eleventh grades be
came actual drop-outs at an earlier age,
There was a decided decrease in drop-outs for the years since
1950, This decrease came in spite of a small decrease in enrollment.
An increase in the faculty, the development of a counselling program,
the improvement of the commerce and physical education departments, and
improved teacher education may be reasons for increased holding power
of the school.
When the number of drop-outs is considered by grades, the great
est number is found In the ninth and tenth grades. Many of the retarded
students may have reached their 16th birthday, the compulsory attendance
aga limit, while enrolled in grades nine and ten. The records show that
12 of the drop-outs failed one or more years.
The sixteen year group.probably accounts for a large number of
drop-outs in the two grades. Some students who were relatively good pu
pils until they reached the high school probably found other activities
more fascinating and gradually lost interest in routine sohool affairs.
Doubtless, others lost interest because they were non-participants in
school activities. Still others may have dropped out because they could
see little need for the subjects they were studying. In some cases,
parents needed the boys to help at home.
The various factors that influenced pupils to leave school seemed
to continue strong through the junior year. The psychological truth that
the nearer a person is to a desired goal the stronger the attraction of
the goal for him is apparently borne out by the fact that Garrison High
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School seems to be able to hold the pupil once he reaches the senior
year.
Table 2.

YEARS

i
t
i

Distribution of the Drop-Outs by Grades
and Years

•

GRADES

• TOTAL
t

9th

10th

£Lth

12th

1947-48

1

1

1

1

4

1948-49

3

2

0

0

5

1949-50

2

2

1

0

5

1950-51

3

3

1

1

8

1951-52

1

1

0

0

2

1952-53

2

1

0

0

3

1953-54

3

2

1

1

7

1954-55

1

1

0

0

2

1955-56

2

3

1

0

6

1956-57

2

2

0

0

4

20

18

5

3

46

TOTAL

Table 3 shows the enrollment and drop-outs by years.

Out of

an enrollment of thirty-six boys in the vocational agriculture class
in 1947-48, four dropped out, 11 percent of the class. In 1948-1949,
five out of thirty-eight dropped out, 13 percent. In 1949-1950, the
year of the largest class, the same number of drop-outs, 12 percent of
the class, occurred. In 1950-1951, the year of the greatest loss, eight
out of thirty-nine dropped out, 20 percent. In 1951-1952, the year of
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the smallest loss, two out of thirty-one dropped out, which is six
percent. In 1952-1953, the drop-outs decreased percentage wise. In
1953-1954, seven out of thirty-five dropped out, 20 percent. In 19541955, two out of thirty-four dropped out, which was five percent and
the lowest percent of drop-outs. In 1955-1956, six out of thirtyseven dropped out, 16 percent, and in 1956-1957, four out of thirtyfive dropped out of school which is 11 percent.
During the ten years covered in this study, a gradual Increase
in enrollment from 1952-1957 is indicated. However, the number repre
senting drop-outs remained variable.
Table 3. Enrollment and Drop-Outs, by Year
r

TEAR

i
i
i"""i

t

*

BOYS

DROP-OUTS

•

»
'"i""1

NTJMBER

PERCENT

1947-48

36

4

11.

1948-49

38

5

13.

1949-50

42

5

12.

1950-51

39

8

20.

1951-52

31

2

06.

^1952-53

35

3

09.

1953-54

35

7

20.

1954-55

34

2

05.

1955-56

37

6

16.

1956-57

35

4

11.

360

46

TOTAL

18
Distribution fi£ Proo-Outs by .Qyadpa an£ Aggg
Table 4 shows the drop-outs according to grades and ages, and
that a larger number left school at an early age than at any other age.
Doubtless, there were certain factors that caused this to be true.
Change of interest due to adolescence may be another explana
tion for the loss of interest and eventually dropping out of school
at the age of fifteen and sixteen. Many would remain In school and
graduate if they could be held through this first stage of shifting in
terest.
let another reason for dropping out may be the fact that many
students have attained sufficient size and strength to help the parents
in manual labor.
Those who reached the age of nineteen before their senior year
had probably acquired an adult outlook on life to the extent that the
average high school student and activities no longer interested them,
likely, some were forced to become self-supporting.
Table 4. Distribution of Drop-Outs by Crades and Ages
~

AGES

1

'

;

;

GRADES

9th

f

10th

11th

12th

TOTAL

t

14

0

0

0

0

0

15

6

1

0

0

7

16

8

1

0

16

17

6

7
6

1

0

13

18

0

4

2

2

8

19

0

0

1

1

2

20

0

0

0

0

0

20

18

5

3

46

TOTAL

19
The age-grade distribution of the drop-outs is revealed in
Table 5. The grades taught were from nine through twelve. The age
ranged from fourteen to twenty years. For the ten-year period and
of the forty-four questionnaires returned, more students sixteen
years of age and in the ninth grade dropped out than at any other
age and grade.
The reasons given for drop-outs in Garrison High School are
classified into three groups: (1) Financial, (2) Personal, and (3)
School related factors. The reasons given by drop-out for the tenyear period in the questionnaires are as follows: (1) financial;
(a) "wanted to make spending money," (b) needed at home, (e) parents
wanted me to quit; (2) personal factors, (a) friends left school,
(b) marriage; (3) school related factors, (a) preferred work to school,
(b) not interested in school, and (c) could learn more out of school.
Table 5 also shows that the reasons given by the forty-four
drop-outs ranked as follows: Ten, or 23 percent wanted to make spend
ing money; six, or 13 percent needed money; four, or nine percent
listed failing as the cause of drop-outs, but did not study. Three, or
six percent listed friends had left school. Four, or nine percent, in
dicated that they were not interested in school, and four, or nine per
cent preferred work to school.
Twenty-one drop-outs stated, or indicated that they dropped out
of school for financial reasons. This indicates a need for a distribu
tive educational program or other types of work experience on a parttime basis. Six drop-outs for personal reasons and seventeen drop-outs
due to school related factors were other reasons indicated.
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Table 5. Reasons for Dropping Oat of School As Given
by Forty-Four Boys
i—•—
,

REASONS
n -mini

,
—*»•-

i", iii"." i?

-

r

f

r

:

Financial FactorsI
Needed at home
Wanted to make spending money
Needed money
Parents wanted me to quit
Sub total
Personal Factors?
Marriage
Entered Service
Poor health
Friend left school
Sub total
School Related Factors?
Failing, but did not study
Failing, even though X studied
Could have learned more out of school
Disliked subjects or subject
Preferred work to school
Not interested in school
Other reasons
Sub total
TOTAL

NUMBER

OF

i

,

, PERCENT

T * .

:

2
10
6
3

.05
.23
.13
.07

21

.47

1
2
0
3

*02
.05
0
.07

6

.14

4
0
3
3
4
3
0

.09
0
.07
.07
.09
.07
0

i?

.39

44

100.00

The training in Garrison High School that proved the most
helpful to drop-outs is presented in Table 6.
Twenty drop-outs found that their courses in agriculture have
been the training that proved most helpful. Four listed English as
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the most helpful.
subject.

Five listed mathematics being their most helpful

Most likely, the drop-outs who registered in mathematics

classes left before they had a good foundation in some phase of math
ematics.
Table 6,

Answers Given by Forty-Four Boys on Seed for
School Subjects

SUBJECT
HELPED
MOST

SUBJECT

SUBJECT
HELPED
LEAST

SUBJECT NEEDED
BUT NOT OFFERED

Mathematics

5

0

0

Agriculture

20

2

0

English

4

0

0

History

0

35

0

Music

4

2

17

Typing

5

0

0

Reading

5

0

0

Writing

3

0

2

Science

0

0

0

Mechanics

0

6

19

Welding

0

0

6

Other pertinent facts revealed by the school records as contrib
uting to drop-outs were as follows:
grades were of a

WD"

Thirty-four, or 74 percent of the

average, ten, or 21.70 percent had averages of

and two, or 4*30 percent of the grade averages were

BB.*

nC,H

Students with

such low averages are likely to continue to drop out of school before
graduating.

Data concerning this tabulation can be seen in Table

7,
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Table 7. Average Grades Made by Drop-Outs
RECORDS AVAILABLE
Number below average - D
Number average - C
Number above average - B

9th - 12th

PERCENT
74.
21.70
A.30

3A
10
2

The data presented in Table 8 contain the ways as stated by
drop-outs, whereby they might have been persuaded to remain in school.
Part of these are adult opinions of their own adolescent action and
reaction. Possibly, the more recent school leavers gave more accurate
statements in their reaction to the question of how they might have
been kept in school.
Of the forty-four drop-outs, twenty-two stated that they could
have been persuaded to remain in school had they been given part-time
work. Six drop-outs stated that they could have been persuaded to re
main in school had they been encouraged to take part in school activi
ties. Five listed lack of vocational courses, such as industrial edu
cation. This indicates a need for a distributive educational program
or other types of work experience on a part-time basis. Four stated
that more individual help would have kept them in school. Of the fortyfour drop-outs, two stated that they could not have been persuaded to
stay in school.
Table 8. What Might Have Prevented Drop-Outs As Given
by Forty Boys
STATEMENTS OF DROP-OUTS

NUMBER OF BOYS

Could you have been persuaded to stay in school by:
Work part-time and attend school part time
Taking part in more school activities
Vocational training in school
More individual help
Changing subjects or courses
Could not have been persuaded to stay in school

22
6
5
4
5
2
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Table 9 shows that twenty-si* of the drop-outs now regret
leaving school.

This indicate

that they now believe that they could

have profited by remaining in school.
Sixteen of the drop-outs did not regret leaving school.

Two

contacted the teacher before leaving school.
Table 9.

Attitude Toward Leaving School

ATTITUDE

NUMBER OF BOYS

Number who regret leaving school

26

Number who do not regret leaving school

16

Number who contacted teacher before leaving school

TOTAL

2

U

Table 10 shows suggestions given by drop-outs for improving
Garrison High School.
light suggested the need for more mathematics.
outs suggested more vocational subjects.

Eight drop

Four of the group suggested

improving pupil-teacher relations, five drop-outs suggested more in
terest in pupils.
classes.

Three drop-outs suggested more teamwork between

These were probably over age students who felt out of place

in their classes. Five of the group suggested more recreation and more
equipment.
It will probably be wise for those who plan the school program
to consider seriously these suggestions.

zu
Table 10. Suggestions Given by Drop-Outs for Improv
ing Garrison High School

SUGGESTIONS

NUMBER OF BOYS

More mathematics

8

More business subjects

5

More vocational subjects

8

More recreation

5

More art and music

1

More individual attention

U

More interest in pupils

5

Better pupil-teacher relations

5

More team work between classes

3

The courses in which the drop-outs have needed training are
listed in Table 11.
Ten needed more training in mathematics. Very likely, this
group needed a better foundation in courses they completed before
leaving school instead of additional courses. Eight expressed a need
for vocational training. They did not state what phase was needed.
Likely, they were referring to industrisil art or some kind of shop
work*
The statement concerning the need for training in other sub
jects was doubtless due to the fact that the values of these subjects
are more tangible than are the values of other subjects, which have
proved as much or more helpful to the drop-outs.

Table 11. Courses for Which Drop-Outs Have Felt a Need

COURSES NEEDED

~

~~

NUMBER OfTCYS
4

Typing

2

Bookkeeping

10

Mathematics
Vocational training

8

Science

2
14

Mechanics

2

Welding

The W. R. Banks Library
5Prair*i-2 View University
Prairie View, Texas

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
There were forty—six drop-outs from grade nine through grade
twelve in the Garrison High School during the period 1947-1957.

Ap

proximately 54 percent of the drop-outs are living within the County
of Nacogdoches, 33 percent outside the county, but within the state,
nine percent outside the state and four percent in foreign countries.
Four boys dropped out of school in 1947—1948. Five left the
school in 1948-1949.

The number of drop-outs increased until the

school year 1951-1952.

The greatest number of boys dropped out of

school while enrolled in the ninth and tenth grades. The smallest
number left school from the twelfth grade.

Seven boys dropped out

of school at the age of fifteen? thirteen dropped out at seventeen?
and eight at the age of eighteen.

Two dropped out at nineteen and

none at the age of twenty.
Approximately 74 percent of the drop-outs were making below
average marks when they left school.

About 50 percent of them made

below average marks throughout their school attendance.
Twenty-one drop-outs indicated that financial problems were
the causes for their leaving school.

Seven drop-outs stated that they

left school for personal reasons, such as marriage, entered services,
and friends leaving school*

Seventeen said that they left school due

to school related factors*

These Include lack of interest, preference

for work, failing, dislike of subjects, and lack of help from teachers.
Only two consulted any of the school personnel before leaving school.
The drop-outs thought that English, agriculture, typing and reading
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proved the most helpful training received in the high school. They
have indicated the need for more training in Mathematics,, English,
imping and Vocational subjects.
The drop-outs stated that they might have been persuaded to
remain in school by more participation in school activities, parttime work, vocational training, individual help, and change of sub
jects.
More subject offerings, more faculty interest in pupils,
more individual attention, more teamwork between classes were sug
gestions for improving the school.
Conclusions
The following conclusions were drawn from evidence present
in this study t
1. The percentage of drop-outs from Garrison High School is
not abnormally high in comparison with the percentages given in the
literature reviewed.
2. Fifty-four percent of the drop-outs remained within the
county.
3. Poor marks is one indication of a potential early school
leaver.
5. Every child should be with his age group at least part of
the day if possible.
6. Garrison High School needs a rich, flexible, and meaning
ful curriculum at the junior high level.
7. A feasible and effective work program is needed.
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8. There are no coordinated efforts to encourage the early
school leaver to remain in school*
9. The transition from.the elementary to high school sched
ule should be more gradual.
10. The program of Garrison High School is not well adjusted
to the pupils of the lower intellectual levels.
11. A eo-curricular program that included all the high school
youth is lacking.
12. There is a need for better understanding and closer coop
eration between the home and the school.
13. This school is characteristic of the schools throughout
the State of Texas in that it does not offer any appreciable amount
of vocational education and training.
14. These drop-outs wanted the school to offer more of the
courses which would better fit them to take jobs.
Recommendations
In view of the findings of this study the writer recommends
that I

1. The high school and elementary school personnel be trained
to recognise the potential drop-outs.
2. The potential drop-outs receive more Individual attention
and guidance from the teachers.
3. That the guidance program be expanded and made more effec
tive, all teachers be aware of guidance opportunities in their
classes, and an effective group guidance program be established.
4. A work experience program be organized.
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5. All organized groups of the community interested in youth
coordinate their efforts to reduce early school leaving,
6. Co-curricular activities be sponsored by the school and
given a definite period in the daily schedule.
7. Each teacher strive to meet the needs, interests and abil
ities of all students.
8. More occupational information be available through the li
brary and through the various departments of the school.
9. A program for developing better understanding between the
school and the home be initiated. In the meantime, parents can be
informed of the school policies, plans and programs,
10. It is the conviction of the writer that the findings, con
clusions, and recommendations of this study can be made the basis of
a program for reducing early school leaving in Garrison High School.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Name _

Address.

.

_

Occupatlon
Year you dropped out of school _____ Grades: 9th
11th

10th.

_

12th_

Did you drop out during the school term? Yes

No

When

Occupation of father at time you left school
With whom were you living? (Circle one) Both parents? Motherj
Father; Relative.
Children in families of drop-outs
No

Are you married? Yes

Whom

1. Put the number 1, before the statement that seems most important
in causing you to drop out of school. If there were other reasons,
put 2, 3, etc. in front of them according to their importance in
causing you to leave school.
.

needed at home. Why?
preferred work to school.

ri

_____ poor health.
_.Disliked a subject or subjects. Which ones?
____ was failing even though I studied.
.

could learn more out of school. How?

___

_____ parents wanted me to quit. Why?_
_____ entered sendee,
not interested in school. Why?
_____ school not meeting my needs. Explain

__
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2. Could not have been persuaded to stay in school bys
Changing subjects or courses?

What changes

vocational training
^smaller classes
more individual help
more contact with your teachers
taking part in more school activities and sports
some other change?

Would you state it?

3. What school subjects have helped you most since you have been out
of school? .

... .

What subjects have you needed that you did not study in school?

What changes would you suggest for helping Garrison High School
better meet the needs of its students?

4. When you decided to leave school did you talk it over with a
teacher?

Yes

___

Ho

Which one?

Principal? Yes

No

« Anyone connected with the school? Yes

No

Who_
5. Do you ever regret having left school?
Why or why not?

Yes_

Ho
__

